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Increasingly articulate forms of anti-feminist mobilisation have gained mainstream exposure over recent
years (Goetz and Mayer 2023, Krizsan and Roggeband 2019). They prompt a form of political regression
which, if read against the enmeshed emancipatory projects of western liberal democracy and transnational
feminism, might lead one to proclaim, much like Claire Hemmings does in the title of her 2022 essay:
“‘But I thought we’d already won that argument!””. A regular site of contestation for right-leaning
political actors, the issue of gender justice has gained acute relevance in the late 2010s and the early
2020s, within a global conjuncture shaped by the global rise of illiberalism and the COVID-19 pandemic.

As recent research demonstrates (Mooi-Reci and Risman, 2021), the gendered impact of the latter has



been far-reaching. Higher levels of unemployment in female-dominated sectors, as well as greater loads
of house- and care work performed by women during lockdown periods (Kabeer, Razavi and Rodgers
2021) have encouraged the rehabilitation of traditional gender roles (Boring and Moroni 2023). Moreover,
the pandemic catalysed an inflation of right-wing populist discourse (Thiele, 2022), prompting the rushed
return to illiberal and nationalist policies across the globe (Malcolm and Valluvan, 2020; Mudde 2020;
Resende and Reinke de Buitrago, 2023). Read as a symptom of latent authoritarianism (Art 2018),
contemporary populism efficiently delivers its core narratives of ethnonational homogeneity and popular
sovereignty through charismatic leaders, the very embodiments of hegemonic masculinity (Donald
Trump, Jair Bolsonaro, Viktor Orban or the recently elected Javier Milei are text-book examples). Thus,
the employment and commodification of anti-feminist stances (often amplified within reactionary
masculinist discourses disseminated across digital media) enhance the electoral appeal of right-wing
actors. Their increased executive power is blatantly obvious across what North American media terms the
“post-Roe v Wade world,” leading Eastern European researchers to identify “gendered processes of de-
democratization” (Kriszan, 2019).

We argue that the regional iterations of this global phenomenon are worth further critical attention,
due to the striking examples of anti-feminist fervor and feminist pushback that post-socialist democracies
have recently witnessed. Ranging from the pronatalist rhetoric of Hungarian president Katalin Novak to
the restriction of reproductive rights in Poland and the impressive mobilisation of civil society in the
ensuing protests, they showcase the culturally embedded positions of both contestors and contested. Often
conflated by the regional far-right with “gender ideology”, feminism is framed as an artificial import of
post-materialist ideology, a type of “cultural marxism” which necessitates societal rejection on two
grounds. Firstly, as an intrusive narrative of Western hegemony, which threatens the body politic by
dismantling its core unit, the traditional family. Secondly, as an uncomfortable reminder of the socialist
past and its partial commitments to gender equality and female emancipation. By this logic, the women
of post-socialist democracies become “the scapegoats for weak economies and demographic collapses”
(Ghodsee, 2021). It is under these rising pressures of local right-wing activities, post-pandemic social
unrest, and violent global conflicts that feminism continues to engage patriarchal, discriminatory and
colonial social politics.

Robust work has been done to embed the frameworks of transnational feminism in regional reality.
Such efforts are broadly exemplified within academia (by the likes of Katharina Bluhm, Ewa Majeska,
Krassimira Daskalova, or Ankica Cakardi¢, among others), by activist collectives (such as the Romanian
E-Romnja), or by consistent editorial initiatives such as AnAlize, a pioneer Romanian journal of feminist

studies, coordinated by professor Mihaela Miroiu. Volumes such as The Romani Women's Movement.



Struggles and Debates in Central and Eastern Europe (edited by Zentai Koczé et al., 2019) or the
upcoming Texts and Contexts from the History of Feminism and Women's Rights (edited by Zséfia Lérand
et al., 2024) are eloquent examples. Conceived from beyond the postfeminist turn (which emphasises the
historicity of feminism, while also softening its claims and mitigating its radicalism), the specific
dynamics of postsocialist feminism become more obvious. Since postfeminism inherently implies a
certain level of socio-economic and cultural achievement in the struggle against patriarchal structures
(Genz, Brabon 2009), its theoretical coherence within semiperipheral, most specifically postsocialist,
contexts entails further critical reflection. Local cultures, artistic and theoretical alike, disseminate and
challenge core feminist ideology and practice (as the uneven employment of the #MeToo movement has
demonstrated, Chandra, Erlingsdéttir 2021). The comeback of the natural ‘pragmatic orientation” (Felski
1989) of feminism has, alongside work on intersectionality and socialist feminism, increasingly
questioned the frameworks of western feminism —broadly understood as a homogenous, hegemonic, and
universalist discourse prone to effacing socio-political specificity and advancing an exclusionary and
neoliberal stance. Conceived as a praxis of granting agency to non-binary, vulnerable, racialized,
historically excluded people, contemporary feminism reevaluates its conceptual boundaries
(encompassing, for example, strands of queer studies, animal studies and environmental humanities).

How this expansion is culturally and aesthetically refracted within postsocialist cultures, and how
regional feminisms might engage it in the face of democratic backsliding, are the core concerns of the

present issue. Thus, we welcome contributions related to:

feminist approaches to postsocialist literature and literary cultures, cinema, performance and

visual arts;

o socialist feminism and its legacy in postsocialist Europe;

e the transition to neoliberalism as a gendered phenomenon and how it is documented within
literature, media, and the arts;

o feminist cultural strategies in the face of democratic backsliding;

o cultural reactions of regional feminisms to the COVID-19 pandemic;

o the cultural components of anti-feminist discourse as employed by the local far-right in its
media discourse;

e issues of gender roles within conservative discourse, media, and cultural narratives;

e the cultural objects of authorship/literary institutions and their recent interrogations in

postsocialist cultures (e.g. the Sofia Nadejde literary prize);



e comparative approaches to semi-peripheral feminism;

o proposals of new critical vocabularies for the enmeshment of feminism and its aesthetic
expressions;

e case studies on specific forms of feminism: queer-feminism, posthumanist feminism, Roma

feminism, socialist feminism, liberal feminism etc.

Please submit a 150-word original proposal that clearly explains how it will contribute to, revise,
or depart from existing debates. Both proposals and final texts should be in English and should observe
our guidelines as they appear on our website: http://metacriticjournal.com for-authors. The final
submission should include: a 5,000-7,000-word article, including a 150-word abstract, 5-7 keywords, a
list of references (only cited works), 150-word author's bio and the author’s photo-portrait (jpg, separate
file). Proposals and final submissions should be formatted as Word documents and sent to

metacriticjournal@gmail.com.
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